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Subpart A—General Operating
Support; Conservation Grants

§1180.1 Purpose of museum services
program.

The purpose of this program of Fed-
eral financial assistance is to ease the
financial burden borne by museums as
a result of their increasing use by the
public and to encourage and assist
them to carry out their educational
and conservation roles as well as other
functions and to modernize their meth-
ods and facilities.

§1180.2 Scope of this document.

This document establishes rules for
the award of grants to museums from
funds appropriated under the Museum
and Library Services Act including
rules governing the eligibility of appli-
cant institutions, the type of assist-
ance which may be provided, require-
ments which applicants must meet and
criteria to be used in judging applica-
tions.

[48 FR 27728, June 17, 1983, as amended at 66
FR 47096, Sept. 11, 2001]

§1180.3

§1180.3 Definition of museum.

For the purpose of this part:

(a) Museum means a public or private
nonprofit institution which is organized
on a permanent basis for essentially edu-
cational or aesthetic purposes and which,
using a professional staff:

(1) Owns or uses tangible objects, ei-
ther animate or inanimate;

(2) Cares for these objects; and

(3) Exhibits them to the general pub-
lic on a regular basis.

(i) An institution which exhibits ob-
jects to the general public for at least
120 days a year shall be deemed to meet
this requirement.

(ii) An institution which exhibits ob-
jects by appointment may meet this re-
quirement if it can establish, in light
of the facts under all the relevant cir-
cumstances, that this method of exhi-
bition does not unreasonably restrict
the accessibility of the institution’s ex-
hibits to the general public.

(b) Museum includes (but is not lim-
ited to) the following institutions if
they satisfy the provisions of this sec-
tion:

(1) Aquariums and zoological parks;

(2) Botanical gardens and arbore-
tums;

(3) Nature Centers;

(4) Museums relating to art, history
(including historic buildings), natural
history, science and technology; and

(5) Planetariums.

(c) For the purposes of this section,
an institution uses a professional staff
if it employs at least one staff member,
or the fulltime equivalent, whether
paid or unpaid primarily engaged in
the acquisition, care, or exhibition to
the public of objects owned or used by
the institution.

(d)(1) Except as set forth in para-
graph (d)(2) of this section, an institu-
tion exhibits objects to the general
public for the purposes of this section
if such exhibition is a primary purpose
of the institution.

(2) An institution which does not
have as a primary purpose the exhi-
bition of objects to the general public
but which can demonstrate that it ex-
hibits objects to the general public on
a regular basis as a significant, sepa-
rate, distinct, and continuing portion
of its activities, and that it otherwise
meets the requirements of this section,
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